
Community Preservation Act Committee (CPAC) 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 20th, 2014 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  
Marilyn Blaustein, Paris Boice, Jim Brissette, Peter Jessop (Chair), Ellen Kosmer, Jim 
Oldham, Mary Streeter (Vice Chair)  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   
Sandra Anderson, Laura Lovett (Historical Commission meeting conflict) 
 
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:   
Diana Stein, Select Board Liaison; Sonia Aldrich, Comptroller (left at 7:29); David 
Ziomek, Assistant Town Manager and Conservation and Planning Director 
 
Meeting was called to order by the chair, Peter Jessop at 7:12pm in the Community 
Room at the Amherst Police Department. 
 
 

! Review TM report 
o Review the CPAC Report to Annual Town Meeting, which needs to go 

out tomorrow because Sonia will be out of the office for two weeks. If the 
Committee has any changes, please email them to Sonia before noon 
tomorrow.  
 

! Assign Movers and Speakers to Warrant Article(s) 
o Generally the article is moved, seconded, there is a presentation from a 

CPAC representative, and then committees are asked for input.  
o There are three parts; Part A, B and C. Town Counsel is still drafting 

the language for parts B and C. 
o Debt service items are dealt with in another article. 
o Mary will move all parts of the article. 
o Peter will speak to the articles in general. 

! Part A 
o HCVP- Peter Jessop will speak to the article, he thinks the ask will be 

significantly reduced by the time Town Meeting comes. 
o PVHabitat- Peter Jessop will speak and will get someone from PVHH 

to speak as well 
o West St Barn- Laura Lovett, Historical Commission liaison to the 

CPAC will speak  
o Open Space, Conservation Restrictions, and Surveys & Appraisals- 

Briony Angus, chair of the Conservation Commission will speak 
o LSSE- Jim Brissette, LSSE Commission liaison to the CPAC will speak 
o Administrative- Mary Streeter 

! Part B- The “Saul” Property  
o Briony Angus, chair of the Conservation Commission will speak, with 



the possibility of other members of the Conservation Commission 
speaking as well. 

o In the first mailing to town meeting there will be a packet on the 
acquisition, planning and FAQ - David Ziomek 

o Also there will be proponents from the Agricultural Commission, Grow 
Food Amherst, The Survival Center, Amherst Public Schools, etc. 

o Kestrel Trust has already closed on the property. It will be important to 
talk about the level of trust and the relationship between the town and the 
Kestrel trust. 

! Part C- Rolling green (borrowing) 
o Jim Oldham will speak, Peter is the back up 
o Language from Town Counsel should be given to the CPAC as soon as 

its available. 
o CPAC might need to have an executive session between now and April 

28th, the first day of town meeting. Or have a meeting with John Musante, 
David Ziomek , Peter Jessop and Jim Oldham to discuss before Town 
Meeting. 

 
! Jim Oldham in reference to the Report to Town Meeting was wondering if we 

wanted to make some explicit message about how we called more attention to 
affordable housing this year. Peter will edit a statement from Jim Oldham and 
forward it to Sonia to be included in the Report to Town Meeting.  
 

! Discussion of CPA long term plan 
o The Committee needs to think about what our process should be to 

create a long term CPA Plan 
! Marilyn - May want to think about keeping a reserve instead of 

spending all of the allocated funds every year.  
! Peter - Could initiate this in a meeting this spring and set up for a 

public hearing in May to gather information and form a small sub-
committee to work on a draft of the plan over the summer to be 
reviewed in the fall. 

! David Ziomek- Encouraged committee to look at CDGB plan. 
Important to hear from town committees and boards 

! Jim Oldham- Not convinced that we can do it well and do it this 
quickly. Lets map out a process that includes public hearings, 
hearing from town committees and boards and even if we don't 
have a fully-fledged plan, we can let the applicants know that we 
have a plan in the works.  

! Marilyn - How does this impact the town and what is the 
relationship between this committee's priorities and the 
comprehensive plan, etc.? 

! Ellen - Town members have a sense of the community they want 
to live in and she thinks it’s important to hear from everyone in 
Town. 

! David Ziomek- The Committee should think about, “What is the 



charge of the CPAC?” Look at the community impact. If we look 
at it historically, CPAC has always allocated money quite evenly. 
In 2003 when the community adapted CPAC, the community was 
much more in favor of open space preservation. Zoning has 
frustrated development more than the acquisition of open space. 

! Mary - Better off with open space than some of the developed 
property. We need to start creating this plan, do our best and then 
refine as we go on. 

! Jim Oldham- Understand the context of the town that we’re 
working in. We’re dealing with a different flavor of money; CPA 
money is a small amount of money to solve problems in all of the 
CPA areas. 

! Jim Brissette- Even if we want a simple document, it might take 
us longer to draft our plan than we think. We should focus on 
smart development in town centers. 

! Peter - Set a date for May to have a public hearing where we 
would invite boards, committees and the general public; May 8th, 
2014 

! Ellen and Mary will work on the publicity piece. Mary will write 
up a description of the meeting. 

! Peter suggests all of the previously funded applicants, and all 
town committees and boards should receive invitations.  

! Jim Oldham – We might want to ask people to look at past 
projects as a way for them to think about what trends they want to 
continue. 

! Ellen - Amherst hasn't been as vocal about what the CPA has 
done as other Communities 

! Paris - Need signs to publicize CPA projects, other communities 
have great signs, both permanent and temporary. Also, we should 
think about the process of how the public hearing will be run. Will 
it be run like our regular meeting or will there be opportunity for 
more engagement with the community? 

! CPAC won't meet until May 8th unless necessary for an update on 
the Rolling Green Project before Town Meeting begins. 
 

! Follow up on Project Updates 
o Mary asked for an update of the spreadsheet that shows the backlog of 

work. 
o Discussion of pending projects and the problem of the historic 

commission and incomplete projects and how this has influenced our 
feeling about historical proposals. 

o Peter will check in with Sonia about any other unused funds and to 
make sure that is cleaned up. 

o David Ziomek- Addressed the angst and concern about studies. If it 
takes too long or the CPAC or the town never sees the product it creates a 
problem. 



 
! Peter- Recognized Diana Stein for her service on the Select Board and as a liaison 

to this committee. A new liaison will take her place in the future. 
Diana Stein- Important to have before and after photos of projects posted on the 
website. This is a good way for the community to see how CPA funds have been 
used in the past.  
 

! MOTION:  
 Mary Streeter moved to accept the minutes of March 6th, 2014  
 Seconded by Paris Boice 
 Voted unanimously 7-0 
 

! Topics the Chair did not reasonably anticipate 48 hours before the meeting.  
! Do we want to take a stance on the petition article about raising the CPA to 3%, 

with the additional funds being allocated for affordable housing? Select board has 
not taken a position on this yet. 

o Mary- Thinks we should support raising the surcharge to 3%, but not 
sure about the legal ramifications of allocating funds only to housing. 

o Jim Brissette- Or we could say that we don't want to because we are not 
sure about our long term plan yet. Can we take the housing part out of the 
article? 

o Jim Oldham- Someone could draft amendment language and reach out 
to Vince O’Connor to see if he would amend it. 

o Diana Stein- Thinks it’s a good time to bring this petition article in front 
of Town Meeting. She also reminded us that it’s just a way to get it on the 
ballot in the fall. 

o Jim Oldham- It will be important to highlight how much more 3% 
communities can do. 

o Peter- Its a much stronger sell if we remove the housing piece of the 
petition article 

o Mary- Important to highlight what it would mean to individual tax 
payers, the town, etc. Mary will reach out to Vince O'Connor to discuss 
the amendment. 
 
 

! MOTION:  
 Mary Streeter moved to support the petition article to increase the surcharge from 
1.5% to 3% once other restrictive language has been removed. 

 Seconded by Marilyn Blaustein 
 Voted unanimously 7-0 
 

! Mary ask for clarification about what should be shared on the website in regards to 
Rolling Green.  

! Peter- The information that we can share is- borrowing authorization of 750,000 
towards the preservation of affordable housing at Rolling Green 
 



! Diana Stein- Will have Alyssa Brewer announce the CPAC public meeting on May 
8th 
 

! MOTION:  
Marilyn Blaustein moved to adjourn at 8:28pm 
Seconded by Ellen Kosmer 
Voted unanimously 7-0 
 

Future meetings: All future meetings will be in the Community Room at The Police 
Department from 7 pm to 9 pm unless otherwise indicated below: 
 
May 8th, 2014- Room TBD 
 
Handouts: 
CPAC Warrant Article 
CPAC Report to Annual Town Meeting April 2014 
CPAC FY2015 Recommendations to Town Meeting 
CPA Articles Authorized for FY2011 thru FY2014 
CPA Ongoing Project balances 
CPA Funds Returned to Fund Balance FY2011 thru FY2014 
 
Submitted by Paris Boice 
Approved May 8, 2014 
 


